Surgical management of coccidioidomycosis in children.
Operations for Coccidioides immitis infection in children have received little study. The authors perceived an increase in the number of patients requiring operations for coccidioidomycosis at Phoenix Children's Hospital. The authors therefore reviewed the surgical management of children with C immitis infection in Phoenix, Arizona. The medical records of all children hospitalized from 1994 to 1999 with a confirmed laboratory diagnosis of coccidioidomycosis were reviewed. Age, gender, race, immune status, laboratory data, operations, and outcome were recorded. Of 39 children with proven coccidioidomycosis, 21 patients (54%) underwent a total of 49 operations. Boys represented 72% of all children reviewed. Sixteen patients (29% of the operative cohort) were immunocompromised. Thoracic procedures (19 cases) were most frequent. Over half the children hospitalized for coccidioidomycosis required at least 1 operation. Most were immunocompetent boys with thoracic disease. Pediatric surgeons, who provide the bulk of operative care, should expect to encounter coccidioidomycosis in endemic areas, and increasingly in nonendemic areas.